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ROCK LOBSTER — QUOTA SYSTEM 

Statement 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Fisheries) [5.44 pm]: I want to take a 
couple of minutes to inform the member that he has been badly misinformed. There is a tiny number of 
fishermen, led by Mr Boschetti, who have done nothing else but complain about the quota system since it began. 
For many reasons—which I will not go into now, but many of which relate to these fishermen’s own personal 
circumstances—I have made the decision that all industry advice to me on fishing issues will come from the 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council. Instead of having 27 different organisations providing advice and 
expecting me to make the decisions on behalf of the industry, WAFIC is now the source of advice on all fishing 
matters; and it is time that some of the rock lobster fishermen understood that. 

Secondly, in respect of the quota system, it was never meant to be a pure quota system in the first year. It was to 
be an interim measure, through which a combination of quota and input controls would lead us to a situation in 
which the total catch would be 5 500 tonnes. That was a fair system, based upon an equal number of rock 
lobsters per unit in the fishery.  

Some fishermen who believe that they are better than others wanted us to have a system under which we would 
determine how many crayfish they could catch based on their historic catch. Had we done that, we would have 
been in the courts for about the next 20 years. I will not go down that path, because my fundamental obligation is 
to make sure that this fishery is not destroyed. The fishery was heading in that way, Hon Mr Benson-Lidholm. I 
have taken a lot of pain and made a lot of hard decisions to give that fishery a chance to survive. Right now, 
fishermen tell me that they have done very, very well indeed this season. Had the Australian dollar been what it 
has been historically, they would have had an extraordinarily good season. The average return is around $40 or 
$50 a kilo. Fishermen have worked out that the quota system gives them a chance to fish to the market, and that 
in fact is what is happening. I dispute all the issues Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm has raised. 

Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm: All? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Yes, all of them, because he is being misled by one disgruntled individual who 
wants to debate with me in The Geraldton Guardian on a daily basis. I have, after about six months of that, said, 
“I’m not going to engage any longer because you simply don’t take any notice.” I know Mr Boschetti very well; 
I have had many conversations with him. He thinks that what is happening this year is going to happen every 
year. He does not seem to accept the fact that this is an interim process and that we will go down the path of a 
pure quota system once we know that it works properly, and that fishermen understand what they can and cannot 
do, so we no longer have to have input controls to make sure that we maintain the level of catch. For some 
reason I do not understand, he seems to think that what is happening this year will always happen. It may well be 
that we have a total fishing season for the whole year; it may well be that we get rid of zones. It may well be an 
open market, and once fishermen have caught their quota, they stop catching. That may be what comes out at the 
end of the day, but give us time to finish the work we started. The member’s colleague Hon Jon Ford was the 
former Minister for Fisheries, and the first question he asked me when I became minister was, “When are you 
going to get a quota for rock lobster?” I replied, “Why didn’t you?” We did; we took the hard decision and we 
are going down that path now. My advice to Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm is that he talk to those other fishermen 
who write to me and say, “Thank God for you, because you probably saved this fishery.” 
 


